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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices 


Circular  No.  4. 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 

OFFICE  OF  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY, 

Washington,  D.  C.,J 
Deae  Sib  : 

There  is  sent  to  you  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  Senate 
Bill  1552,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  concerning  this  bill  which  I  addr*  - 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Should  this  bill,  or  any  modification  of  it,  become  a  law.  it  will  affect 
disastrously  the  experimental  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The  laboratory  of  that  Bureau  has 
been  developed  under  many  difficulties,  and  is  now  doing  work  of  the 
highest  grade  and  of  the  greatest  value  to  humanity.  This  experimen- 
tal work  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  is  indispensable  to  guard 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country  from  the  ravages  of  preventable 
diseases.  The  destructive  animal  plagues,  like  Texas  fever,  hog  cholera, 
chicken  cholera,  sheep  scab,  glanders,  and  tuberculosis,  are  constantly 
being  studied,  and  new  plans  of  prevention  and  treatment  devised  and 
introduced  into  the  sanitary  service  of  that  Bureau.  Thousands  of 
doses  of  tuberculin  and  mallein  are  sent  monthly  to  State  authorities 
for  official  use  in  diagnosing  tuberculosis  and  glanders.  The  obscure 
diseases  found  in  the  meat  inspection  service  must  be  carefully  studied 
to  determine  their  nature  and  infective  qualities.  All  of  this  work 
requires  constant  and  unrestricted  experiments  upon  animals. 

If  this  bill  is  allowed  to  go  through  Congress,  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
it  will  at  once  become  a  precedent  for  State  legislation  even  more  ex- 
treme and  intolerant  in  its  nature.  The  people  who  favor  this  legisla- 
tion are  really  opposed  to  all  experimentation  upon  animals,  and  un- 
less they  are  signally  defeated  now  they  will  continue  the  agitation 
until  this  most  important  branch  of  scientific  research  is  crippled  or 
destroyed. 

As  I  am  at  present  officially  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  main- 
taining the  efficienc}'  of  the  scientific  work  of  this  Department.  I  appeal 
to  those  interested  in  it,  whether  from  the  point  of  view  of  medicine,  of 
general  biology,  or  of  agriculture,  to  make  their  influence  felt  at  this 
critical  time. 

This  bill  is  now  on  the  calendar  of  the  Senate,  having  been  unan- 
imously reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  It 
is  liable  to  be  called  up  at  any  time  during  this  or  the  next  session  ot 
Congress,  and  there  is  danger  of  itsbecoming  a  law.  It  can  be  defeated 
if  everyone  interested  in  these  scientific  investigations  writes  at  on< 
both  of  the  Senators  from  his  State  and  to  the  Representative  :i\n\i  his 
district  expressing  disapproval  and  protesting  against  the  pass 
the  bill. 

I  commend  the  subject  to  you  as  one  worthy  of  your  earnest  atten- 
tion. 

Very  respectfully. 

Chas.  W.  Dabney,  -Ik.. 
.1  - 
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SENATE   BILL  1552. 

For  the  further  prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals  in  the    District 

of  Columbia.* 


/;,  ,7  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Jjmted  State  of 
I  ..  ,  ica  in  Congress  assembled,  That  hereafter  no  person  shall  perform  on  a  living 
vertebrate  animal  any  experiment  calculated  to  give  pain  to  such  animal,  except 
subiectto  the  restrictions  hereinafter  prescribed.  Any  person  performing,  or 
taking  part  in  performing,  any  experiment  calculated  to  give  pain,  m  contraven- 
tion  of  this  Act,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offense  against  this  Act,  and  shall,  if  it  be 
the  first  offense,  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one _  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
and  if  it  be  the  second  or  any  subsequent  offense,  shall  be  liable,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court  by  which  he  is  tried,  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
dollars  or  to  imprisonment  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Sec  2  That  the  following  restrictions  are  imposed  by  this  Act  with  respect  to 
the  performance  on  any  living  vertebrate  animal  of  an  experiment  calculated  to 
give  pain  to  such  animal ;  that  is  to  say : 

~  (a)  The  experiment  must  be  performed  with  a  view  to  the  advancement  by 
new  discovery  of  physiological  knowledge,  or  of  knowledge  which  will  be  useful 
for  saving  or  prolonging  life  or  alleviating  suffering  ;  and 

(b)  The  experiment  must  be  performed  by  a  person  holding  such  license  from 
the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  as  in  this  Act  mentioned,  or  by  a 
duly  authorized  officer  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  District 
of  Columbia;  and 

(c)  The  animal  must,  during  the  whole  of  the  experiment,  be  completely  under 
the  influence  of  ether  or  chloroform  sufficiently  to  prevent  the  animal  from  feeling 
pain  ;  excepting  only  that  in  so-called  inoculation  experiments,  or  tests  of  drugs  or 
medicines,  the  animal  need  not  be  anaesthetized  nor  killed  afterwards ;  nor  in  tests 
of  surgical  procedure  need  animals  be  kept  completely  anaesthetized  during  the 
process  of  recovery  from  the  surgical  operation.  Otherwise  than  this,  the  animal 
must  he  kept  from  pain  during  all  experiments  ;  and 

(d)  The  animal  must,  if  the  pain  is  likely  to  continue  after  the  effect  of  the 
anfesthetic  has  ceased,  or  if  any  serious  injury  has  been  inflicted  on  the  animal,  be 
killed  before  it  recovers  from  the  influence  of  the  anaesthetic  which  has  been  ad- 
ministered; and 

(e)  No  experiment  shall  be  made  upon  any  living  creature,  calcuUted  to  give 
pain  to  such  creature,  in  any  of  the  public  schools  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ; 
provided  as  follows,  that  is  to  say : 

First.  Experiments  may  be  performed  under  the  foregoing  provisions  as  to  the 
use  of  anaesthetics  by  a  person  giving  illustrations  of  lectures  in  medical  schools, 
hospitals,  or  colleges,  on  such  certificate  being  given  as  in  this  Act  hereafter  men- 
tioned, that  the  proposed  experiments  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  due  in- 
struction of  the  persons  to  whom  such  lectures  are  given,  with  a  view  to  their 
acquiring  physiological  knowledge  or  knowledge  which  will  be  useful  to  them  for 
saving  or  prolonging  life  or  alleviating  suffering; 

Second.  The  substance  known  as  urari,  or  curare,  shall  not,  for  the  purposes  of 
this  Act,  be  deemed  to  be  an  anaesthetic ;  and 

Third.  Notwithstanding  anything  in  this  Act  contained,  no  experiment  calcu- 
lated to  give  pain  shall  be  performed  on  a  dog  or  cat,  except  upon  such  certiricate 
being  given  as  in  this  Act  mentioned,  stating,  in  addition  to  the  statements  herein- 
before required  to  be  made  in  such  certificate,  that  for  reasons  specified  in  the 
certificate  the  object  of  the  experiment  will  be  necessarily  frustrated  unless  it  is 
performed  on  an  animal  similar  in  constitution  and  habits  to  a  cat  or  dog,  and  no 
other  animal  is  available  for  such  experiment ;  and  an  experiment  calculated  to 
give  pain  shall  not  be  performed  on  any  horse,  ass,  or  male,  except  on  such  certifi- 
cate being  given  as  in  this  Act  mentioned,  that  the  object  of  the  experiment  will  be 
necessarily  frustrated  unless  it  is  performed  on  a  horse,  ass,  or  mule,  and  that  no 
other  animal  is  available  for  such  purpose;  and 

Fourth.  Any  exhibition  to  the  general  public,  whether  admission  be  on  pay- 
ment of  money  or  gratuitous,  of  experiments  on  living  animals,  calculated  to  give 
pain,  shall  be  illegal. 


• As  favorably  reported  to  the  Senate  May   26,  1896,  by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 

v_  0 1  U  1 1 1  U 1  <i . 


Any  person  performing  or  aiding  in  performing  such  experiment  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  guilty  of  an  offense  against  this  Act,  and  shall,  if  it  be  the  first 

offense.be  liable  to" a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fiftv  dollars,  and 
if  it  be  the  second  or  any  subsequent  offense,  shall  be  liable,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court  by  which  he  is  tried,  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dol- 
lars or  to  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months ;  ami  any  person  publishing 
any  notice  of  any  such  intended  exhibition  by  advertisement  in  a  newspaper, 
placard,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty   not  exceeding  ten  dollars. 

A  person  punished  for  an  offense  nnder  this  section  shall  not  for  the  same 
offense  be  punishable  under  any  other  section  of  this  Act. 

Set.  3.  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  may  insert,  as  a  condition  of 
granting  any  license,  a  provision  in  such  licensee,  that  the  place  in  which  any 
such  experiment  is  to  be  performed  by  the  licensee  is  to  be  regis  I  in  such 
manner  as  the  said  Commissioners  may  from  time  to  time  by  any  general  or 
special  order  direct:  Provided^  That  everyplace  for  the  performance  of  experi- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  instruction  shall  be  approved  by  the  said  Commissioners, 
and  shall  be  registered  in  such  manner  as  the  said  Commmissioners  may  from  time 
to  time  by  any  general  or  special  order  direct. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  District,  upon  application  as  hereinafter 
prescribed,  may  license  any  person  whom  they  may  think  qualified  to  hold  a 
license  to  perform  experiments  under  this  Act.  Provided  only  that  a  license  shall 
not  be  granted  to  any  person  under  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  unless  he  be  a 
graduate  from  a  medical  college,  duly  authorized  to  practice  medicine  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  may  direct  any  person  perform- 
ing experiments  under  this  Act  from  time  to  time  to  make  reports  to  them  of  the 
methods  employed  and  the  results  of  such  experiments,  in  such  form  and  with 
such  details  as  the  said  Commissioners  may  require. 

Sbc  6.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  cause  all  places  where 
experiments  on  living  vertebrate  animals  are  carried  on  in  the  District  of  Columbia' 
to  be  from  time  to  time  visited  and  inspected  without  previous  notice,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  to  that  end 
shall  appoint  four  inspectors,  who  shall  serve  without  compensation,  and  who 
shall  have  authority  to  visit  and  inspect  the  places  aforesaid,  and  who  shall  report 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  from  time  to  time  the  results  of  their  ob- 
servations therein,  which  shall  be  made  public  by  him. 

Rbc.  7.  That  any  application  for  a  license  under  th;s  Act,  and  for  a  certificate  to 
be  given  as  in  this  Act  mentioned,  must  be  signed  by  three  physicians  duly 
licensed  to  practice  and  actually  engaged  in  practicing  medicine  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  also  by  a  professor  of  physiology,  medicine,  anatomy,  medical  juris- 
prudence materia  medica,  or  surgery  in  the  medical  department  of  any  duly 
established  and  reliable  school  or  college  in  the  District  of  Columbia: 
That  when  any  person  applying  for  a  certificate  under  this  Act  is  himself  oi 
the  persons  authorized  to  sign  such  certiicate,  the  signature  of  some  other  of  such 
pers.ms  shall  be  substituted  for  the  signature  of  the  applicant. 

A  certificate  under  this  section  may  be  given  for  such  time  or  for  sue!.  - 
experiment-  as  the  pers  >ns  signing  the  certificate  nny  think  expedient. 

A  copy  of  any  certificate  under  this  section  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  applicant 
to  the  Commsssioners ot  the  District,  but  shall  not  be  available  until  one  week  after 
a  copy  has  been  so  forwarded. 

The  C  >mmissioners  of  the  District  may  at  any  time  disallow  or  suspend  any 
certificate  given  under  this  section. 

i    That  the  powers  conferred  by  this  Act  of  granting  a  licei  -  nga 

certificate    for  the   performance   of  an    experiment    on    living   animals    ma 
exercised  by  an  order  in  writing,  under  the  ha  ml  of  any  judge  of  a  court 
having:  criminal  jurisdiction  in  the  District,  in  a  cas  •  where  such  judge  is  - 
that  it  is  essential   for  the  purposes  of  justice  in  a  criminal  case  to  n 
experiment. 


